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Your recent editorial Mr. Belin goes to Washington missed the critical issue intrinsic to 
any discussion of the murder of John F. Kennedy. There are only theories about his death, and 
this includes the single-gunman theory advanced by the Warren Commission and championed by 
Mr Belin. Mr. Belin, to his credit, has artfully defended the single-gunman hypothesis, but one 
cannot overlook the point that his comments simply represent a concept opposite the multiplicity 
of conspiracy theories. 

The Warren Commission was not a court of law bound by the rules of evidence, nor were 
its attorneys kept virtuous by the intercessions of a defense counsel and his cross examination. 
The Warren Report itself is saturated with terms such as presumably, probably, and likely. These 
used because its authors could not prove their theory any more than can the hordes of those who 
are conspiracy-minded. The simple fact of this matter is that if you care to expend the time, 
effort, and expense, of researching the Report, the attendant 26 volumes of supporting material, 
and the forty-two rolls of microfilm containing most of the 1553 numbered documents, you too 
will question the validity and accuracy of the Report. Mr. Belin has relied on the belief that 
individuals have neither the time or the inclination to do so and in that assessment he is correct. 
However, and unfortunately for Mr. Belin, the Report does not withstand scrutiny of its own 
supporting documentation; peruse it yourself. 

The Times cites Mr. Belin’s discussion of William Brennan, whom he suggests is the 
prime witness. Mr. Brennan’s testimony is to be found in Volume III, pages 140, 184, and 211, 
and Volume XI, page 206, of the 26 volumes of Hearings and Testimony. The Times would 
render a public service by publishing Mr. Brennan’s testimony. Your readers could then judge 


for themselves the value and veracity of the Commission’s prime witness; keeping in mind the 
absence of cross-examination. Mr. Belin and the Times cite Harry Holmes presence at Lee 
Harvey Oswald’s last interrogation as proof that Jack Ruby did not kill Oswald as part of a 
conspiracy. I suggest Mr. Belin re-read Mr. Holmes’ testimony and memorandums of record, 
and Dallas Police Captain Will Fritz’s memorandums regarding that interrogation. Nowhere is 
there mention of Mr. Belin’s theory that Holmes presence lengthened the interrogation. In point 
of fact, Mr. Holmes was not the last person to speak to Oswald prior to Captain Fritz beginning 
his movement to the county jail; Secret Service Inspector Thomas Kelly was the last to speak 
with Oswald. Additionally, there exists no record of fact, of which I have knowledge, which 
would indicate that there was ever a firm schedule regarding Oswald’s transfer against which Mr. 
Belin’s theory can be measured. 

That the assassination of John F. Kennedy is one of the enduring tragedies of our time 
cannot be overstated. The Warren Commission’s failure to adequately investigate and determine 
precisely who was involved and why John F. Kennedy was murdered has left a virtual sword of 
Damocles suspended above the head of every succeeding President. John F. Kennedy was 
removed from office by bullets rather than ballots, and to this day we have no motive and much 
more than reasonable doubt about the government’s theory regarding his murder. The legacy 
of his death is that our government, by not determining the absolute truth about the events in and 
around Dealey Plaza on that horrible day in November 1963, broke its bond with those who 
empowered it. Is it any wonder that Mr. Stone makes films or that others televise documentaries 
that differ from the Report ? Since the truth was never determined the field of fiction is open to 


all. 


